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Synopsis

The 18th-century Neapolitan crA"che at the Art Institute of Chicago, which contains over 200 figures
arranged in a panorama of street life, represents the pinnacle of a rich artistic heritage. This
luxurious catalogue is the first to study the crA"che in the context of art and music history. Essays
explore the Neapolitan crA che tradition and examine the design of Chicagoa ™s example with
reference to other important crA"ches in Europe and the United States. Entries on individual figures
identify the characters and types they represent, as well as their social and historical meaning and
religious significance. Other entries address groups of figures, animals, and cultural themes present
in the crA"che. Together the essays and entries highlight the astonishing realism and potent
symbolism of these figures, which range from heavenly angels and the Holy Family around the

manger to street vendors and revelers feasting, drinking, and dancing in a tavern.
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Customer Reviews

This sumptuous catalogue reveals the traditions of art and music, reverence, and revelry at play in

the Art Institute of Chicagoa ™s remarkable 18th-century Neapolitan crA che.

Sylvain Bellenger is director of the Museo de Capodimonte, Naples; Carmine Romano is a PhD
student at Paris-Sorbonne University; and Jesse Rosenberg is clinical associate professor,

musicology, at the Northwestern University Bienen School of Music.



| found it to be a most informative book on the subject with many high quality illustrations,nicely
bound,and with a sturdy slip cover.l wish however there was a chapter devoted to the individual
artists and their workshops who made the figures and the accessories,identifying all pieces in the
collection to which an attribution could be given.This is probably the book’s only
shortcoming.Nonetheless,| must compliment the Art Institute on undertaking a publication of this
caliber within just 3 years of the acquisition.l would definitely recommend the book to anyone
interested in Neapolitan presepe and | may buy more copies to give to friends who share this

interest,

Beautifully done.
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